Langston Charter Middle School

YMCA Youth in Government Delegation 2015
Parents and Students,


We are excited to be planning our 10th trip to the South Carolina YMCA Youth in Government (YIG) Conference in Columbia.  This year’s conference will be held Thursday, November 19th – Saturday, November 21st.  Building on past success, we look forward to an exciting, rewarding, and fun experience this year!

While all 6th and 7th grade students will be working on a mock legislature project in class, some may be interested enough to take their work to Columbia for the conference.  The conference is optional and students’ grades will not be affected if they do not go. All 6-8 grade students interested in attending the conference will need to show personal responsibility throughout the entire process. All students are well supervised, but may sleep in a room without a chaperone. All due dates must be met. Failure to meet any due date may eliminate a student from attending the conference. 

All Langston student delegates are representatives of our school.  As such, we hold high expectations for participation and behavior.  Students are required to follow all YIG conference rules and the behavioral guidelines of our school, teachers, and parent chaperones.  Students are expected and trusted to behave responsibly at the conference and in the hotel.  The following guidelines have been established to ensure a successful trip.

1. Students who have had behavioral problems in school may not be allowed to attend the conference.
· Each student will represent Langston Charter Middle School.
· If student delegates behave irresponsibly, the State Legislature could disallow our use of the Capitol facilities next year. 

· We will not ask teachers and the majority of students to endure the bad behavior of a few. 

· Behavior of each student throughout the semester will be taken into account.

· If a student needs to be sent home during the conference due to behavior, parents will be required to pick up their child in Columbia.  Refunds will not be given. 

2. The faculty of Langston Charter Middle School may recommend that a student NOT attend the conference for reasons including, but not limited to:

· Poor academic performance
· More than three unexcused days missed from any class

· 1 detention assigned by the faculty or administration. 
· A major referral and/or suspension out of school for any reason

· Disrespect of a teacher or other students
· Disobedience / failure to follow school/class policies
· Not regularly attending the Delegation meetings. There will not be many delegation meetings after school. The dates and times for each after school meeting can be found on the YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT DUE DATES document which is posted at leadershiplcms.weebly.com on the Youth In Government page.
i. If there is some special circumstance concerning conflicts with a meeting date, Mr. Black or Miss Cannon must be informed 2 days prior to the meeting date. DON’T MISS A MEETING IF AT ALL POSIBLE. ARRANGE YOUR SCHEDULE ACCORDINGLY.
ii. The meetings are too important to be missed. It is where we will cover important information concerning the trip, train for our respective conference roles, and get to know other members of our school delegation who may not be in our class or grade level. 
3. The total amount for the trip will be $380 ($250 for Scholarship Students). This amount covers the $65 YMCA student dues, the $45 charter bus services, the hotel room, 2 meals, and the conference fee itself.

Two Methods of Payment

Method 1: 1 check made out to LCMS in the amount of $380 to be paid by Friday, September 4th  

Method 2: Payment Installment 1 made out to LCMS for $190 to be paid by Friday, September 4th
               Payment Installment 2 made out to LCMS for $190 to be paid by Friday, October 9th 

*Scholarship Students must pay $65 by Friday, September 4th and another $185 by Friday, October 9th   
 
Please fill out the Scholarship form if there is a financial need (Due Friday, September 4th)  
4. The money is not refundable unless there are special circumstances such as sickness. In which case, the YMCA $65 dues will still not be refundable. ONLY APPLY IF TRULY COMMITTED. NO ONE SHOULD EXPECT A REFUND UNLESS MR. BLACK AND MISS CANNON DEEMS THE CIRCUMSTANCE A SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE. IF A COMMITMENT IS MADE, IT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP THAT COMMITMENT TO THE PROGRAM.  CHANGING YOUR MIND IS NOT A SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE.
5. Students must fill out an application and return it with the first installment payment. Please make checks payable to LCMS. The following are all due by Friday, September 4th. 
a. The YIG Application and Answers to the Application Questions
b. The Release and Policies Form
c. Scholarship Form (For those applying for financial assistance)
d. $190 check ($65 if applying for the financial scholarship)
e. If you have any questions contact 
Mr. Black. (bblack@langstoncharter.org) or 
Miss. Cannon (bcannon@langstoncharter.org) 
6. Break down on meals:
· Meals covered by the YMCA

i. Lunch on Thursday, November 19th (The day we arrive in Columbia)

ii. Dinner Friday, November 20th (This is the banquet meal. There will be a vegetarian option)

· Meals not covered by the YMCA (Bring enough money to pay for the following 5 meals)
i. Dinner Thursday, November 19th
ii. Breakfast Friday, November 20th  

iii. Lunch Friday, November 20th   

iv. Breakfast Saturday, November 21st 
v. Lunch Saturday, November 21st (This will be in Columbia before loading the bus to leave)
7. While students may have input into the choice of roommates in the hotel, Miss. Cannon will make final assignments based upon space availability, behavioral concerns, etc.  
8. Chaperones are needed to help supervise students and make this a successful event.  Chaperones will room with their child and 2 others.  The YMCA cost for parent chaperones, covering the cost of the hotel and meals, is $193. Chaperone payment is due by Friday, October 9th. 
9. Information concerning the departure and arrival times will be given at the first delegation meeting. That first meeting date is different for each grade level. Please refer to the YIG Due Date Timeline for specific dates. We will discuss other very important information that students will need to know at that time as well. All LCMS YIG participant hopefuls must attend. That meeting will last for 40 minutes - from 3:30 to 4:10. Parents are encouraged to attend this meeting.
If you have any questions regarding the conference or student expectations, please contact Mr. Black or Miss Cannon.
Youth In Government Application
I have read the attached letter and understand the behavioral expectations for Langston YIG delegates.

Student Name – Printed: _____________________________________
Student Signature: ____________________________    Date: _____________

Parent Signature: _____________________________    Date: ______________


Please do the following by Friday, September 4th:
1. Turn in this form with the completed answers to the application questions found
    on the following page. Show effort by giving detailed answers. 
2. Fill out the Release and Policies form 
3. Turn in your first payment installment of $190 ($65 for Scholarship Students) to 
    your leadership teacher no later than Friday, September 4th, 2015.

YIG 2015 Application Questions

On a separate sheet of paper, please include your full name and leadership class period, and answer the following questions thoroughly.

1. Did you attend the YMCA Youth in Government Conference last school year?

2. What is your purpose for wanting to attend the YMCA Youth in Government Conference this year? Please answer in full and complete sentences. 
3. What do you believe you can offer the Langston Charter Middle School Delegation by attending the trip? Please answer in full and complete sentences.
4. What current event issues (local, national, or international) have you been following in the past several months? Please discuss one of these issues and what you have learned about it in one well-written paragraph of at least 7 to 9 sentences.
______I would like to chaperone the Youth in Government trip to Columbia (Nov. 19– Nov 21)


There will only be a specific number of parent chaperones needed. 





Name_______________________________________  Phone_____________________________








